
	

	

Dundee and District Table Tennis Association 
(Registered charity no. SC045977) 
 
Minutes of the AGM held at 8:30pm in Forthill Sports Club on 5 May 2022 
 
Present:  
Trustees: Arthur Pritchard (Chair), David Sim (Vice Chair), Elaine Forbes (Secretary), 
Dave Beveridge (Treasurer), Andy Hughes (Match Secretary),  
Emma Bissett (Coaching Convener), Stuart Halliday (Trophy convener),  
Callum Riddoch. 
 
Other members: Sandy Pearson, Nat Forno, Arthur Duncan, Kenny McLaren,  
Eric Brown, Ian Farquhar, Andrew Crawford, Derek Mitchell, Murray Johnstone,  
Ken Head, Andrew Nimmo, Eddie Dougan, Fiona Kinloch. 
 
1  Welcome and apologies 
Arthur welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were submitted by Ian Hunter. 
Stewart Clark, Paul Monteith, Peter Yearworth, Martin Turnbull, Dougal Ogilvie, 
Steve Wilson, Ryan Docherty, Peter Aird, Steve Stranock and Winnie Stein. 
 
2  Minutes of the 2021 AGM 
The record of the 2021 virtual meeting has been available to all members on the 
website since last May with no comments received and these were approved as an 
accurate record. 
 
3  Matters arising from 2021 minutes 
The commitment made at last year’s meeting to run a normal season in 2021/22 was 
clearly honoured and Arthur thanked the committee, volunteers and players who all 
helped to make this happen. 
 
4  Reports 
Reports by the Chair, Match Secretary and Treasurer were circulated with the 
agenda.  Each party spoke briefly to their report and these are attached in full at the 
Appendices to this minute. 
 
Eddie Dougan asked about plans to replace equipment at Ward Road Gym.  It was 
explained that work is in progress to assess the condition of all the equipment.  The 
replacement of some court surrounds is the main priority but a decision has still to 
be made on where to source these.  St Andrews TTC had significant issues with the 
quality of surrounds acquired from one of the main suppliers this last season and 
alternatives are being considered. 
 
5  Affiliation fees 
Prior voting by teams on the proposed abolition of affiliation fees for juniors, 
students and first time players (as defined in the handbook) and a £10 reduction in 
the senior fee was 21-0 in favour of the changes.  
  



	

	

6  Rule 4 
17 teams voted for the proposal to amend Rule 4 (arrangements for postponing 
fixtures).  Three teams were against the change and one abstained.  From season 
2022/23 Rule 4 will therefore be follows: 
 

4.   Fixtures Not Played as Scheduled 
 
(1)  Postponements -  A Team Secretary should ideally give the opposing Team 
Secretary and the Match Secretary at least three days’ notice if a team cannot be 
fielded on the scheduled date.  If the postponed fixture is not played within three 
weeks of the scheduled date, or in the week following the last scheduled week of 
the season, whichever is earlier: 
 

(a) the team that requested the postponement shall concede the fixture; or 
 

(b) the points to be awarded, if any, to the teams involved shall be decided by 
the Management Committee. 

 
(2)  Rule 4(1) above shall only be relaxed by the Management Committee in 
exceptional circumstances and its decision shall be final.’ 
 

There was a brief discussion about the reasons behind the change.   
 
Ian Farquhar remarked that voting prior to the meeting stifled the opportunity for 
debate.  At previous AGMs those attending were able to raise issues and cast votes 
on the night without having consulted their club’s teams.  Dave B explained that 
prior voting ensured that clubs had (or should have) adequately consulted their 
teams/members before casting team votes.  Arthur felt that reverting to the 
previous practice would result in less democratic input from the clubs.  The current 
arrangements also avoid ad hoc nominations and trustee appointments being made 
on the night of the AGM, which we do not expect to be considered good practice by 
the charity regulator (OSCR). 
 
7 Office bearers’ honoraria 
The proposal to pay the six 2021/22 office-bearers an honorarium of £120 each was 
passed 21-0. 
 
8 Handbook updates 
No one was aware of the need for changes to the listed Hon Life Members. 
 
9  Elections 
All 21 teams voted in favour of all the nominations for office-bearers, committee 
members/trustees and independent examiner.  Arthur thanked Eric Brown, John 
Anderson and Andrew Crawford for being prepared to stand for the committee.  The 
committee/trustees for 2022/23 are therefore: 
 
Chairperson – Arthur Pritchard 
Vice Chair – David Sim 
Hon Secretary – Elaine Forbes 



	

	

Treasurer – Dave Beveridge  
Match Secretary – Andy Hughes 
Coaching Convener – Emma Bissett  
 
Stuart Halliday – Trophy Convener 
Callum Riddoch 
Eric Brown 
John Anderson 
Andrew Crawford 
 
Independent examiner - Owen Smith 
 
10  AOCB 
Fiona Kinloch pointed out that no mention had been made during the evening of the 
Women’s Veterans team triumph at the inter-league; so the record is hereby 
corrected. 
 
11  Close  
Arthur thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting.  The date of the 
2023 AGM will be notified in due course. 
  



	

	

Appendix 1 
Chairperson’s report - 21/22 
 
At the conclusion of what has been another difficult year I would wish to firstly thank fellow 
committee members and team secretaries for the work they have put in.  This ensured that 
all league and cup competitions were completed as well as full participation in national 
competition. However, the pandemic was not without cost.  The Association has lost a 
significant number of members and this meant a hopefully temporary reconfiguration of our 
league set up.  At times restrictions meant it looked like the conclusion of the season could 
be jeopardised but, thankfully, all competitive play was concluded. 
 
Dundee and District still faces multiple challenges in the forthcoming years.  In some ways 
this is a measure of its own success in greatly expanding practice opportunities and 
community play.  The community sessions finance an embryo youth development 
programme which current committee members see as being essential for long term 
continuation of league play.  Retention and expansion of community play assists financing a 
youth development programme but the extension of both areas, allied to ad hoc summer 
competition, invariably places ever greater demands on those who undertake its 
organisation and execution.  My view is that the committee requires to discuss the individual 
roles involved in planning long term youth development as the tasks involved will not 
diminish. 
 
Finally, congratulations to all team and individual trophy winners this season. In particular, 
congratulations to our Junior British League team whose relentless practice certainly paid 
off.  Thanks too to my fellow committee members whose input is extensive and not always 
recognised. 
 
A Pritchard 
Chair 
  



	

	

Appendix 2 
Match Secretary’s report – 2021/2022 
 
1 Introduction 
 
This is my fifth report as Match Secretary, following the suspension of the 2020/2021 season 
due to the Covid-19 coronavirus pandemic. Thanks to everyone, especially my fellow 
committee members, for their help and support throughout the season. Thanks to all players 
for getting this season completed under the difficult continuing circumstances of the ongoing 
pandemic that resulted in a two-week shutdown in January and a three week extension into 
April. Extended information on leagues / averages etc. is available at http://www.ddtta.co.uk  
 
2 League and Cup Competitions 
 
2.1 League positions  
 

Place Division 1 Division 2 Division 3 
Champions Knights (140 pts) Guthrie Park (142 pts)   Tigers (135 pts) 
Runners-up Up4it (133 pts) Defenders  (117 pts) Sputniks (125 pts) 

    
2nd bottom Villa (61 pts) Telecoms (61 pts) Squires (57 pts) 

Bottom Lundin Links (17 pts) Comets (59 pts) Missiles (17 pts) 
 
2.2 Averages^ 
 

Place Division 1 Division 2 Division 3 
1 C Riddoch (Knights) 92% A Robertson (Guthrie Park) 100% S Thomson (Tigers) 94% 
2 A Nimmo (Viscounts) 82% D Mitchell (Guthrie Park )  100%       K McLaren (Tigers) 80% 

 
Congratulations to all of the winners. 
 
2.1 Division 1 
The Division 1 title race saw Up4it lead for a large proportion of the season. However, Knights 
defeated the long-time leaders twice after the Covid-19 extended mid-season break to win 
the division with a fixture to spare. A mention goes to Up4it players Paul Monteith, Ryan 
Docherty and Iain Martin and Brechin players Ian Farquhar and Andy Crawford who all did not 
miss a single fixture for their sides. 
 
2.2 Division 2 
The Division 2 title race was very much a one-sided affair with Guthrie Park dominating from 
the off. Aaron Robertson and Derek Mitchell remained unbeaten for Guthrie Park who won 
the Division with three fixtures to spare. Defenders were comfortably the best of the rest. 
Only Fiona Kinloch of Barons played in all of her sides matches. 
 
2.3 Division 3 
The Division 3 title race saw Tigers mostly lead but Sputniks went in front near the end of the 
season. Tigers soon regained the lead and a narrow victory for Tigers against Sputniks in a re-
scheduled fixture secured Tigers the title in what was their last fixture of their season. Sputniks 
comfortably finished in second place. Scott Thomson played in every single possible fixture 



	

	

for Tigers. Also again a mention must go to Duffers players Rich McLaren, Andy Reid and Billy 
Liddle who also did not miss a single fixture for their sides. 
 
2.4 Cup Competitions 
The cup competitions were again well supported this season.  Division 1 Champions Knights 
defeated Viscounts in both the Excelsior Cup and the Chairman’s Challenge Trophy finals. 
However, in the Stanley Doubles Cup final Brechin played a great tie to deny Knights a third 
Cup trophy.  Brechin themselves did a ‘Cup double’ when they defeated Viscounts in the 
Handicap cup Final. Defenders defeated Barons with a couple of matches to spare to win the 
Secondary Shield and Telecoms narrowly overcame Swots to win the Consolation cup. There 
was one Claim-A situation in the cups this season, but that was due to a date mix-up by the 
visiting team. There were five Claim-B concessions; but three were due to Guthrie Park being 
unable to play at the Finals weekend and one was because of the Covid-19 situation at the 
time. 
 
3 Other Issues 
 
3.1 Submission of scorecards 
E-Scorecards were mostly submitted on time (i.e. within 24 hours) during the season; thanks 
to all for doing this timely as it helps a lot. However, throughout the season I have had to 
chase up one or more cards that were still not input beyond the 24 hour limit that is written 
into our rules. Several times the issue seemed to be that the team secretary was not involved 
in the fixture and the card was taken by someone who does not usually take the card. Can I 
please ask all team secretaries to please make all persons taking cards to be input aware of 
the rules regarding card input. If for some reason a team is not able to input a card within the 
limit set in our rules I am happy to be sent a scan or photo of the card and then input the card 
myself. Several times this season I have helped teams in this way. 
 
3.2 Postponements (league only) 
Not including fixtures postponed during the enforced DDTTA shutdown in January, there were 
22 postponements this season (27 in 2019/2020 season and 27 the season before). However, 
about a third of the postponements were due to Covid-19 government stay-at-home 
restrictions. Twelve postponements were in Division one, three in two and seven in three. 
Teams should always try to play their fixtures as scheduled as it is better for the leagues if all 
fixtures are played on time. There were thirteen different teams who postponed matches this 
season so it is an issue across the board, although no-one seems to be abusing the rule. 
 
3.3 Claim A Occurrences (no shows) 
There was no Claim A situations in the leagues this season (zero 2019/2020 season and zero 
the season before). Any ‘no show’ is deemed very bad by the committee and it was very good 
to remain at the ‘zero Claim A’ status. 
 
3.4 Claim B Occurrences (concessions) 
There were ten Claim B situations in the leagues this season (three in 2019/2020 season and 
zero the season before). There were five concessions in Divisions one and two. None of the 
concessions had any effect on the eventual title winners and three were by the league winners 
after they had won the title. It would be good to get this number back down towards zero as 
it is better that all fixtures are played. 
  



	

	

 
3.5 Player Shortages 
There were 13 league fixtures that took place where one of the teams had only two players 
(11 in 2019/2020 season and 18 the season before). There were nine in Division one and four 
in Division two. Clubs/teams should still be encouraged to try to get three players available 
for all fixtures in future seasons as in an ideal world this number should be down at zero. 
 
4 Conclusion 
I think on the whole it was a good season under very difficult circumstances. The leagues were 
mostly competitive and interesting throughout the season and the cup competitions were 
hard fought throughout. It was an amazing achievement under the circumstances that ten 
players, as previously mentioned, went through the entire league season playing all possible 
League fixtures for their sides. There were also numerous others who played a high 
percentage of possible fixtures.  
 
The number of Claims was up but I believe just getting all our competitions completed this 
season was the main thing. 
 
Well done to everyone for their dedication to our leagues and I hope that we can all get back 
to playing an ‘uninterrupted’ season again soon. 
 
 
 
Andy Hughes 
DDTTA Match secretary 



	

	

Appendix 3 
Treasurer’s report – year ended 31 December 2021 
 
Overview 
The un-examined report and accounts for 2021 has been available on the DDTTA website 
since early January.  This has now been replaced with the independently examined version 
which is identical except for page 3 where the ‘financial review’ has been amended to reflect 
that our independent examiner, Owen Smith, has agreed to stand for re-election for another 
year.  The examined report and accounts and our annual charity return were submitted to 
the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator on 8 April 2022.   
 
Questions on the report and accounts are welcome but please raise these before the AGM 
on 5 May.  If required, a short Q&A paper can be circulated to all members at or after the 
meeting. 
 
Out-turn and financial position 
We made a cash surplus of £3,517 in 2021 and had £27,378 in cash and bank balances at the 
year end.  Our balances significantly exceed our reserves policy, which is to retain enough 
funds for one year’s unrestricted expenditure.  The main reason our finances are in such 
good health is due to the large number of attendees at the active and healthy community TT 
sessions which, while providing good value for participants, generate significant surpluses. 
  
Affiliation fees/tournament fees 
By any interpretation of our policy, we need to consider defraying our reserves by a few 
thousand pounds. The MC addressed the situation at its meeting on 10 February and, among 
other things, decided to propose that 2022/23 affiliation fees be abolished for juniors, 
students and ‘first time’ players registering to play in the lowest division.  We also agreed to 
propose a reduction to the senior affiliation fee (from £40 to £30).   
 
Further decisions not requiring the approval of the membership were also taken, such as 
waiving the charges for future closed events, tournament involvement and team clothing; 
and keeping in view the need to renew some equipment at Ward Road, particularly nets and 
court surrounds. 
 
We are also planning more school clubs to further increase the number of youngsters 
playing in the district, in the hope that their participation will eventually lead to more 
youngsters playing at Ward Road and in the league. 
 
Conclusion 
Our financial position is sound but it is not the purpose of a charity to accumulate funds 
without identified good cause.  For that reason, the MC is taking steps to reduce reserves in 
the short to medium term, principally by reducing affiliation income.  The impact of the 
measures described above will be monitored and are not necessarily permanent. 
 
 
 
 
 
Dave Beveridge 
Treasurer         8 April 2022 
 


