
	

	

Dundee and District Table Tennis Association 
(Registered charity no. SC045977) 
 
Minutes of the MC meeting held in WRG at 7:00 pm on Thursday 7 April 2022 
 
Present: Arthur Pritchard, Chair; David Sim, Vice-chair; Elaine Forbes, Secretary; Dave 
Beveridge, Treasurer; Andy Hughes, Match Secretary; Emma Bissett,  
Coaching Convener. 
 
1 Welcome and apologies 
Arthur welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Apologies for absence were submitted 
by Stuart Halliday and Callum Riddoch. 
 
2 Previous minutes and matters arising 
The minutes of the MC on 10/2/22 were approved. All actions points have been 
discharged except for the review of equipment at Dundee Secondary Schools 
(Callum), which was carried over for discussion at a future meeting. 
 
3 Treasurer’s report 
Dave B advised that the 2021 report and accounts had now been signed off by the 
independent examiner and lodged with OSCR.  They have also now been posted to 
the website in place of the unexamined version. 
 
The first quarter of 2022 incurred a cash deficit of around £300 due to the purchase 
and printing of team shirts (cost £380).  The bank balance is still a healthy £27,000.  
Monday and Thursday evening sessions at WRG are incurring small losses but the 
Wednesday and Friday community TT sessions generated a surplus of around £1100 
in the quarter.  It was agreed to monitor the Monday sessions in particular over the 
next few weeks before deciding whether or not to suspend these for a period. 
 
Dave’s 2021 report to be included in the AGM voting papers and agenda was 
approved. 
 
4 Match secretary’s report 
Andy reported that the season was on track to be completed by the revised deadline 
of 15 April.  Great credit is due to teams, one or two of which played 3 or more 
fixtures in a week in order to catch up on postponements. Claims B, fixtures played 
with 2 person teams and postponements are all believed to be higher than pre-Covid 
levels but the committee felt overall that it has been a remarkable achievement by 
everyone to complete season 2021/22 at all. 
 
5 Coaching report 
Arthur and Emma provided an oral update on coaching matters. Both of the new 
unlicensed coaches continue to fit in well to the DDTTA set up and are proving 
reliable.  School clubs and Thursday development sessions are attracting good 
numbers and youngsters are returning consistently.   
 



	

	

Arthur is looking into creating three further school clubs in order to give the league a 
chance of introducing new (young) players over the next few seasons.  Brechin and 
another two Dundee schools seem the most likely possibilities. 
 
Dave mentioned that the un-licensed coaches were paid on a £15 hourly rate in 
March rather than the £21 session rate included in their written agreement. Tacit 
approval was given for now to continue the hourly rate for the purpose of the two 
hour session on Thursdays but it was agreed that the one hour school clubs should 
attract the session rate.  It may be worthwhile reviewing the consistency of the 
remuneration structure again, especially if any of the previously licensed/qualified 
coaches) return to help out on Thursdays.  Callum’s coaching agreement is based on 
session rates. 
 
Elaine noted that TTS had not advised the outcome of our 21/22 supplementary 
development grant application. 
 
Action: Elaine to contact Senga at TTS about the supplementary payment. 
 
6 Tournaments/interleague 
Elaine reported on the inter-league results.  Special mention was made of the juniors 
who had made the effort to take the bus to Perth to play a single fixture on the 
second day. 
 
The closed championship events had gone well and had both eventually attracted 
decent entry numbers, especially the all division event. As usual it had been a long 
day for a few players who had progressed far in more than one category. 
 
Arthur intends to organise an event for cadets on a suitable Thursday in the near 
future. 
 
Decisions were made on the winners of the Sponsor’s Award and the Murray 
Cormack Shield 
 
Action: Elaine to advise Stuart of the winners’ names for engraving purposes.  
 
7 AGM and presentation of trophies 
It was agreed to start the presentation of prizes at 7:30pm on 5 May with the AGM 
to follow thereafter. 
 
The draft voting paper and agenda were reviewed and approved.  The committee 
were delighted that three new committee nominations had been received.   
 
The proposed amendment to Rule 4 was reviewed and approved. Dave B felt that 
since the aim is to discourage postponements, the grace period for re-arranging 
fixtures should be two weeks rather than three, but this was not supported. 
 



	

	

Action: Dave B to issue the voting paper and supporting documents to the 
membership immediately with a return date/time of noon on 4th May. The formal 
notice and agenda papers to be issued on 20th April. 
 
Arthur and Andy to provide their reports for inclusion in the agenda papers not later 
than 18th April. 
 
8 Tees Sport 
Following an approach made initially to one of our junior members (or parent) at a 
recent tournament, Tees Sport had submitted a sponsorship proposal and draft 
agreement to Arthur which they had expected to be signed by 1 April. 
 
Arthur has established that Tees Sport are willing to be flexible about the conditions 
in the agreement but there appears to be a wide spectrum of quite strong views 
across the committee about whether this is in the best interests of the Association.  
 
Action: It was agreed not to rush into this agreement and that it should be discussed 
further by a sub-group comprising Arthur, Dave, Stuart and Callum. 
 
This debate led however to a discussion about the condition of some equipment at 
Ward Road and whether replacements needed to be obtained, regardless of 
supplier. 
 
Action: In the first instance, Arthur/Elaine/Andy to carry out an equipment 
inspection and compile a list of items requiring repair or replacement. 
 
9 AOCB 
Following discussion of several items of other business the following actions were 
agreed. 
 
Action:  Andy to seek Derek J’s advice on a ‘repair’ or replacement of the match 
secretary’s lap top computer which is no longer capable of being upgraded and is 
now painfully slow to perform tasks.  
 
Action:  To carry forward consideration of entering a men’s team in the 2022/23 
British League to a future meeting. 
 
Action:  Emma (and Callum) to prepare a written proposal for the next meeting for 
the organisation of a summer competition, perhaps following the format of the  
Chairman’s Challenge. 
 
10 Next meeting 
Monday 9th May 2022 – for the principal purpose of discussing the summer 
competition.  It was agreed to include the 3 likely new committee members in the 
circulation of these minutes so that they have notice of the meeting prior to the 
AGM. 


